July 22, 2025
The Board of Trustees of the Schmaling Memorial Public Library met on Tuesday, July 22, 2025 at 5:15 p.m. at the library.  Attending were Teresa Ray, Aley Hamling, Andrew Hicks, Courtney Boonstra, Katie Groh, and Mary Kiger.  President, Amber Turner, was absent.  Librarian, Britni Hartman, was also in attendance.  
Aley moved to approve the minutes of the June 24, 2025 meeting as written.  A voice vote of all ayes approved the motion.
Andrew moved to approve payment of the amended bills for the past month.  A roll call vote of all ayes approved the motion.
LIBRARIAN’S REPORT:
Staff:
Deborah will be finished at the end of the month.  She will stay on as a sub.
Looking for a new custodian/maintenance person.  During this time staff is doing the inside maintenance and we have someone who is mowing until we can find a maintenance person.  
Summer Reading Program:
The Summer Reading Program finished on July 12th.   
The shark program was a huge success.  We had approximately 150 people in attendance at the Fulton Elementary School.  
Next year’s theme will be dinosaurs.
Grants:
We received grants from FACE for the library and SOS in the amounts of $5,000 and $1,500.
The library will receive a Per Capita grant from the State of Illinois in the amount of $5,379.53, which is a little less than the past couple of years.  
We also received a Tech Grant from the State of Illinois in the amount of $12,500.  This will cover the purchase of staff computers and what technical upgrades need to made to the system.  
Our IT consultant Kacy Kelly will be retiring at the end of December.  Britni plans on using John Kershner, of Fulton, as the new IT consultant for the library.
Unity Contract:
Britni explained to us how and why the Unity contract works.  We need to decide if we will only offer the contract to Unity Christian School until they move to their new building in Clinton or for the 2025-2026 school year.
Berzinski Trust:
The house is under contract again for a sale price of $625,000.  The buyers will be purchasing the furniture as well for an extra fee.  The estate will be out of probate by the end of July.  
OMNI E-BOOK Consortium:
Britni requested and received the new pricing for joining the OMNI Overdrive e-Book consortium.  This e-book platform is the one that uses the popular app known as Libby.  
Pricing to join OMNI shared collection is $1,500 per year, which is locked in through 2027.  There is an annual membership fee of $1,000, which goes back to the collection as credit for he purchase of items for the collection.  
The following items were discussed and approved by the library board:
Purchase of 4 new staff computers.  Courtney moved to approve the purchase of the computers.  A roll call vote was taken with all ayes.
Purchase of the Meraki Equipment.  Mary moved to approve the purchase of the Meraki equipment.  A roll call vote was taken with all ayes.
To approve the Unity contract for the 2025-2026 school year.  Aley moved to approve the contract.  A roll call vote was taken with all ayes.
To become a member of the Omni e-book consortium.  Andrew moved to approve the membership.  A roll call vote was taken with all ayes.
There was no public comment.
The next regular meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 26, 2025, at 5:15 p.m.
Courtney moved to adjourn the meeting.  A voice vote of all ayes adjourned.
Respectfully Submitted,

Mary Kiger

